/  i  /A^L 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 


i  .(RING WOOD  &  FORDINGBRIDGE 


:?  /  '  /  jT^Vs.  Jl,.  /")4  joSft 

,  A  j  rs  '  '  ■  ■ 

r  J/  ,Jstl 


/ 


f*K  l.p> 
4\/  '■ 


s/ 


V  \ 

V 

^4. 


4 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AND  THE 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


and  Surveyor 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1953. 


oZl 


r  .  S 


;  *>;  < 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30034929 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
RINGWOOD  &  FORDINGBRIDGE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1953. 


2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  H.  S.  Beale  ( Chairman ) 

Major  Colin  Ziegler,  d.s.o.,  j.p.,  c.c. 

Lt.  Col.  Sir  George  Meyrick,  Bt.,  j.p.,  d.l. 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  j.p. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Alway,  j.p.,  c.a. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Baker 

Mr.  H.  W.  Brooks 

Dr.  A.  W.  Brown 

Mr.  C.  Norman  Brown,  j.  p. 

Col.  E.  Collins 

Mrs.  H.  Powys  Greenwood 

Mr.  E.  G.  Harvey 

Mr.  J.  Jennings 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Morley  Hewitt 

Mr.  J.  W.  Kilcoyne 

Mr.  H.  A.  King 

Mr.  A.  G.  Pike 

Mr.  J.  C.  A.  Redhead 

Major  W.  B.  Shakespear 

Mr.  J.  W.  Shutler 

Major  A.  L.  W.  Vicars-Miles,  m.c. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Westlake 
Mr.  D.  H.  Wilmer 
Mr.  H.  F.  Wilson 
Mr.  H.  S.  Wright 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


D.  J.  N.  McNab,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 


(also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Borough  of  Christchurch  and  an 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  of  Hampshire). 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
R.  A.  Upstone,  Cert,  r.s.i. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

W.  W.  Dyson,  Cert,  r.s.i. 

C.  A.  Kerswill,  Cert,  r.s.i. 


3 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  RINGWOOD  AND  FORDINGBRIDGE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
for  the  year  19  53 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge. 

I  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  seventh 
j.i  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
i;  District. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions 

The  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  is  com¬ 
prised  of  a  strip  of  country  approximately  8  miles  wide  forming 
the  south  west  boundary  of  the  County  of  Hampshire.  The 
i  District  extends  from  the  borders  of  Wiltshire  in  the  north  to  the 
boundary  of  the  Borough  of  Christchurch  in  the  south,  a  distance 
of  some  16  miles.  The  area  covered  is  90,140  acres,  approximately 
1 140  square  miles.  The  River  Avon  traverses  the  District  from 
north  to  south  running  through  a  fertile  valley  where  dairy  farming 

is  the  main  industry. 

‘ 

District  contains  sixteen  parishes  and  has  a  progress¬ 
ively  rising  population  ;  there  has  in  fact  been  an  increase  of 
nearly  28%  in  the  population  since  the  end  of  the  war.  This 
increase  is  reflected  in  the  housing  difficulties  which  beset  the  area. 

Farming  is  the  staple  industry  but  many  light  industries  are 
;  established  in  the  towns  and  on  the  perimeter  of  the  airport  at 
iHurn.  The  aircraft  factory  at  Hurn  is  our  most  interesting  dev¬ 
elopment  though  most  of  the  labour  for  it  comes  from  outside 
the  District. 

RAINFALL  FOR  1953. 


January 

ins. 

1.07 

July 

ins. 

3.70 

February 

1.47 

August 

1.94 

March 

0.63 

September 

2.92 

April 

2.23 

October 

2.97 

May 

2.35 

November 

1.78 

June 

2.35 

December 

0.72 

Total  : 

24.13  ins. 

4 


Total 

412 

379 

33 

9 

8 

1 

359 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  : 

Area  :  90,140  acres.  loca.  0,1790 

Population:  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-year  1953 .  24,720 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  :  7,543. 

Rateable  Value  at  1.10.53  :  £154,854  _ 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  1953-54  .  £626 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953  :  (as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General)  : 

Live  Births 
Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births. 

Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Deaths 
Total 

Infant  Mortality 

( Deaths  under  1  year  of  age) 

Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

( Deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  from  maternal  causes 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  : 

Ringwood  and 
I 

Birth  Rate  :  (Comparability  Factor  1.08 
per  1,000  estimated  population  . . 
after  application  of  comparability 
factor.) 

Still-Birth  Rate  : 

per  1,000  estimated  population  . . 

Death  Rate  :  (Comparability  Factor  0.79 
per  1.000  estimated  population 
after  application  of  comparability 
factor.) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  : 

{under  one  year  of  age) 

All  causes  per  1,000  live  births 


14 

13 

1 

8 

8 


Male 

Female 

217 

195 

202 

111 

15 

18 

6 

3 

5 

3 

1 

— 

152 

207 

8 

6 

7 

6 

1 

- — 

5 

3 

5 

3 

Hnghridge 

England 

District  and  Wales 

16.66 

15.5 

17.99 

— 

0.36 

0.35 

14.5 

11.4 

11.5 

— 

34 

26.8 

5 


I  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  : 


per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

_ 

0.76 

i  Special  Causes  : 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  : 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

— 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

—  . . 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.20 

0.16 

Smallpox . 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  including 

Polioencephalitis . 

— 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.36 

0.55 

Tuberculosis 

0.08 

0.20 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

(Since  the  District  was  formed  in  1932) 


Year 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Ringwood  &  Fordingbridge 

England  and  Wales 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

I.M.R. 

B.R. 

D.R. 

1932 

18,400 

60 

15.4 

12.6 

65 

15.3 

12 

1936 

18.640 

48 

13.3 

13.1 

59 

14.8 

12.1 

!  1940 

20,430 

45 

14.1 

13.2 

55 

14.6 

14.3 

:  1944 

19,520 

25 

16.2 

12.6 

46 

17.6 

11.6 

;  1948 

22,270 

28 

20.3 

10.8 

34 

17.9 

10.8 

i  1949 

22,590 

16 

18.6 

12.6 

32 

16.7 

11.7 

1  1950 

23,220 

22 

17.6 

12.8 

30 

15.8 

11.6 

1  1951 

23,970 

12 

17.3 

12.5 

29 

15.5 

12.5 

1952 

24,060 

28 

16.2 

12.4 

27 

15.3 

11.3 

1953 

24,720 

34 

16.6 

14.5 

27 

15.5 

11.4 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria . 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  broncus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 


Males  Females 

1  1 

1  — 


—  1 

3  5 

4  1 
6 

—  3 

20  15 

2  1 
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16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .. 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents . 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 


Males 

2 

23 

25 

1 

30 

3 

3 

4 
4 
3 
1 
9 


2 


Females 

1 

41 

17 

4 

53 

6 

2 

7 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 


3 

9 

1 

3 

2 


2 

23 

4 

2 


Total  (all  causes) 


152  207 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 

With  the  exception  of  Measles  and  to  a  lesser  extent  Whooping 
Cough,  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  remained  at  a  satis¬ 
factorily  low  level. 

This  was  a  “  Measles  year  ”  and  the  large  number  of  cases 
recorded  was  in  keeping  with  the  general  pattern  of  behaviour  o 
this  disease  which  tends  to  recur  in  waves  in  alternate  years,  in 
spite  of  the  large  number  of  cases  no  deaths  attributed  to  Measles 

were  recorded. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  was  again  fairly 
high,  nearly  twice  the  national  notification  rate,  yet  the  death  rate 
was  appreciably  lower  than  the  national  figure. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  case  of  Dipthheria  was 
notified. 

Five  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  of  whom  two  had 
no  paralytic  symptoms.  One  of  the  others  had  a  transient  paresis 
which  cleared  up  completely.  In  the  remaining  two  cases  a  suo- 
stantial  degree  of  paralysis  has  persisted. 
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Disease 

Number 

Notified 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

Ringwood  and 
Fordingbridge 

England  and 
Wales 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

1.01 

1  39 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

111 

4.49 

3  58 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

0  01 

Erysipelas . 

7 

0.28 

0  14 

Measles 

448 

18.12 

12  36 

i  Pneumonia  . . 

38 

1.54 

0  84 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  . . 

3 

0.12 

0.07 

(Non-Paralytic) 

2 

0.08 

0.04 

Meningococcal  infection  . . 

_ 

0  03 

i  Food  Poisoning 

— 

_ 

0.24 

!  Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

2 

0.08 

18.23 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Fewer  children  were  immunised  during  the  year  ;  23  %  fewer 
children  received  a  primary  course  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  refresher  doses  administered,  381  showed 
little  change  from  the  high  figure  of  the  year  before,  but  this  is 
of  course  largely  due  to  immunisation  sessions  at  schools  which 
I  conduct  myself.  The  reduction  in  primary  immunisation  is 
due  to  a  falling  off  in  the  number  of  immunisations  carried  out 
by  general  practitioners.  A  certain  amount  of  apathy  to  the 
disease  is  inevitable  so  long  as  the  disease  remains  absent  from 
our  midst.  Propanganda  becomes  our  only  stimulant. 

259  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time,  of  whom 
211  were  under  five  and  48  were  over  five.  Only  50%  of  children 
born  within  the  previous  twelve  months  have  been  immunised. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  introduced  a  new  form  of  annual 
return  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  for  1953  in  an  attempt  to 
assess  whether  in  any  given  area  the  degree  of  mass  immunity  is 
sufficient  to  guard  against  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria.  The  return 
proved  difficult  to  complete  accurately  owing  to  the  form  of  record 
maintained  in  the  early  years  of  immunisation.  However,  in  general, 
4  can  be  said  that  the  state  of  immunisation  in  the  District, 
s  reasonably  satisfactory.  It  is  undoubtedly  capable  of  improve¬ 
ment. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

The  clinic  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  the  home  observation 
md  treatment  of  tuberculous  cases  throughout  the  District  are 
unchanged.  Cases  south  of  Fordingbridge  come  under  the  care 
iff  the  Chest  Physician  at  Christchurch  and  those  in  the  northern 
)art  of  the  area  under  the  Chest  Physician  at  Salisbury.  Rapid 
admission  can  be  arranged  to  Sanatorium  where  necessary. 
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Fewer  cases  were  notified  but  this  is  not  thought  to  be 
significance  and  is  more  likely  to  be  related  to  the  fact  that  n 
visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  paid  to  the  area  during 

the  year.  #  . .  . . 

The  total  number  on  the  register  at  31.12.53  was  202. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

81  66  38  17 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1947-1953 


New  Cases 


Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

1947 

12 

5 

1948 

13 

5 

1949 

12 

14 

1950 

17 

17 

1951 

8 

8 

1952 

11 

13 

1953 

9 

6 

AFTER  CARE 

The  Christcf 

ittee, 

under 

the 

M. 

3 

3 
2 
8 

4 
3 
1 


F. 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 


Deaths 
Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
M.  F.  M.  F 


4 

3 

3 

4 
2 


4 

2 

4 

5 
2 


1 


2 

1 


—  1 

—  1 

1  —  — 


valuable  work  tor  tuoercuious  p<mcma  m  &  — r  --- 

otherwise  available  to  them.  Some  £250  was  expended  on  twenty- 
seven  cases  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Christchurch  Chest  Clinic 
Eight  of  those  helped  came  from  this  District.  The  largest  amount 
was  spent  on  extra  nourishment  but  lesser  sums  were  expended 
on  help  in  the  form  of  clothing,  coal,  legal  aid  and  house  improve¬ 
ments.  The  County  Council  provides  an  annual  grant  ot  tlUU 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Committee  and  the  remainder  o  e 
money  comes  from  voluntary  sources,  principally  from  the  sale 
of  N.A.P.T.  Christmas  Seals.  Tribute  should  be  paid  to  Lady 
Manners  and  to  the  untiring  work  of  the  Honorary  Secretary, 
Major  F.  A.  L.  Lawrence,  and  the  Honorary  Treasurer,  Lt.  Co  . 
M.  E.  Morgan. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY.  .  . ,  +  -  ri.  .  .  t 

No  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  paid  to  the  District 

during  the  year. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  TT  ,  u  _  ,  +  w 

The  nearest  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  is  situated  in  Boscombe.  Here  the  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  of  any  specimen  of  epidemiological  interest,  submitted  by 
hospitals,  private  practitioners  or  by  the  Health  Department,  may 
be  carried  out  free  of  charge.  The  laboratory  is  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  G.  J.  G.  King  who  is  always  available  to  give  advice  and 

guidance. 


UJ  UJ 
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The  following  list  of  specimens  emanating  from  the  District 
during  the  year  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Director  :- 


Sputa 
Urine 

Other  human 

Water 

Milk 

Ice  cream  . . 


636 

16 

7 

61 

36 

53 

809 


This  list  includes  specimens  received  from  Linford  Sanatorium. 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 

With  the  exception  of  one  village  the  District  is  supplied 
with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company, 
whose  works  are  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Christchurch.  The 
Company  draws  its  raw  water  from  the  Avon  and  treats  it  by  slow 
sand  filtration  and  chloramination.  The  resultant  water  is  of 
satisfactory  purity  and  the  supply  is  constant  and  adequate. 

Breamore  remains  the  only  large  area  not  supplied  with  main 
water  and  this  is  a  matter  for  concern  owing  to  the  presence  of 
polluted  wells.  Discussions  with  the  Water  Company  were  re¬ 
opened  during  the  year  and  new  proposals  examined.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  the  new  negotiations  will  be  successful  and  that  the  village 
will  be  supplied  with  its  long  overdue  pure  water  from  the  Company’s 
mains. 

During  the  year  44  samples  were  taken  from  premises  not 
supplied  with  main  water  ;  21  of  these  were  found  to  be  polluted 
Statutory  notices  were  served  in  connexion  with  6  premises. 

The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  premises,  in  parishes, 
supplied  with  main  water  as  recorded  by  the  Water  Company, 
together  with  a  number  of  converted  war-time  huts  supplied  through 
central  meters. 


Parish 

Martin 

Dwellings 

supplied 

direct 

81 

Approximate 

population 

supplied 

283 

Rockbourne 

81 

283 

Whitsbury 

56 

196 

i  Breamore 

Nil 

Nil 

|  Hale 

126 

441 

'  Woodgreen 

125 

437 

Damerham 

99 

346 

Fordingbridge 

1618  plus 

3  huts  5673 

Harbridge  and  Ibsley 

101  plus 

125  huts  791 

10 


102  plus  15  huts 
451  plus  3  huts 
2041 
455 

29  plus  92  huts 
187  plus  68  huts 
706  plus  182  huts 


409 

1589 

7143 

1592 

423 

892 

3108 


Ellingham 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives 
Ringwood 
Burley 
Hum 
Sopley 

Christchurch  East 
SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  during  the  year  at  the  Ringwood 
Sewage  Works.  In  spite  of  it  being  an  unusually  dry  year  serious 
difficulties  were  again  experienced  with  the  system  of  land  irrigation 
and  it  would  appear  that  1 1  acres  of  land  which  have  been  m  use 
for  23  years  are  now  quite  incapable  of  absorbing  effluent  at  an 
economic  rate.  An  outline  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  was  presented 
by  your  consultants,  providing  for  settlement  and  land  irrigation 
of  up  to  250,000  gallons  per  day,  any  excess  being  given  full  filtration 
with  eventual  discharge  of  the  purified  effluent  to  the  river.  I 
should  have  infinitely  preferred  to  see  a  scheme  which  did  away 
with  the  out  moded  system  of  land  irrigation  with  its  attendant 
difficulties  and  carried  out  full  treatment  of  all  sewage.  I  under¬ 
stand  the  scheme  is  to  be  further  considered  when  several  major 
leaks  in  the  system,  which  permit  large  volumes  of  fluid  to  infiltrate, 

are  dealt  with.  , 

Night  soil  continues  to  be  composted  at  Ringwood.  _ 

The  Fordingbridge  Scheme,  which  it  had  been  anticipated 
would  have  been  in  action  before  the  end  of  the  year,  is  still  not 
complete.  The  work  has  progressed  steadily  though  some  delay 
has  been  caused  by  the  difficulties  encountered  m  Mud  Lane. 
The  Scheme  should  be  working  before  the  end  of  1954. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  production  in  the  area  is  supervised  by  officials  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Retail  Distribution  is 
supervised  by  officers  of  this  Council.  Pasteurisation  plants  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  on  its  behalf  your 
officers  supervise  the  one  plant  which  exists  in  the  District.  Samples 
are  sent  regularly  to  the  Laboratory  to  check  the  efficiency  ol  the 
pasteurisation.  The  plant  is  efficient  and  is  satisfactorily  operated. 

The  following  details  of  milk  production  in  the  District  have 
been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Batchelor,  Milk  Regulations 
Officer  of  the  Hampshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 
parish  T.T  Accredited  Ordinary  Total 

Martin  . .  •  •  6  ^  ^  ji 

Rockbourne  . .  •  •  8  2  2  1 , 

Whitsbury  ..  ••  5  —  J 

Breamore  . .  •  •  8  2  iU 
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Hale 

Woodgreen 
Damerham 
Fordingbridge 
Harbridge  and  Ibsley 
Ellmgham 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives 

Ringwood 

Burley 

Hurn 

Sopley 

Christchurch  East 


5 

2 

7 

30 

7 

8 
5 

21 

2 

4 

7 

20 


3 

1 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

6 


3 

1 

2 

18 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 

3 

16 

11 


11 

3 

10 

55 

17 

15 

12 

30 

12 

7 

30 

37 


145  41  102  288 


i 

■ 


The  following  table  shows  the  milk  production  situation  at 
the  end  of  each  year  since  1949  when  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk 
and  Dairies)  Act  1944  came  into  force  with  its  associated  Regulations 

„  .  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

Registered  Producers  302  302  293  285  288 

Holders  of  T.T.  Licences  88  104  113  135  145 

Holders  of  Accredited  Licences  48  49  44  46  41 

The  progressive  rise  in  the  number  of  T.T.  licences  is  note¬ 
worthy  and  it  will  be  seen  that  this  year  for  the  first  time  more 
than  half  the  milk  producers  in  the  area  hold  T.T.  licences.  The 
misleading  grade  “Accredited”  ceases  to  be  legal  in  October 
1954,  by  which  time  1  anticipate  that  many  of  the  “  Accredited  ” 
producers  will  have  upgraded  their  herds  to  T.T.  standard. 


I  SLAUGHTER  HOUSE. 

No  change  has  taken  place  at  the  Slaughter  house.  As  in 
the  past  meat  inspection  has  largely  had  to  be  done  when  the 
;  slaughter  men  have  ceased  work  owing  to  the  very  limited  space. 

The  building  is  much  too  small  for  bulk  slaughtering  on  the  scale 
'  for  which  it  has  been  used,  and  is  ill  sited  among  residential  and 
1  shop  property. 

4385  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  the  largest 
total  since  the  war.  Fewer  pigs  and  calves  were  slaughtered  but 
there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  cattle  and  sheep  as  compared 
i  with  the  previous  year. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Thorough  inspection  of  all  carcases  is  carried  out  by  your 
!  inspectors  at  the  slaughter  house.  As  a  result  of  this  inspection 
over  94  tons  of  meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
<  tion,this  represents  a  15  %decrease  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  in  fact  this  is  the  third 


12 


4 


successive  vear  in  which  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  amount 
of  meat  condemned,  following  the  peak  total  of  22*  tons  condemned 
in  1950.  Tuberculosis  remains  the  major  cause  of  condemnation 
nearly  4  tons  being  condemned  from  this  cause  alone. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED,  1953 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

769 

270 

361 

2680 

305 

Number  inspected 

769 

270 

361 

2680 

305 

All  Disease  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

....  1 

2 

5 

7 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

276 

126 

6 

218 

113 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

34.7 

47.4 

3.05 

8.6 

41.6 

Tuberculosis  Only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . 

— 

5 

— 

— 

“ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  oi 
organ  was  condemned 

: 

70 

81 

— 

— 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number  it 
spected  affected  with  tuber 
culosis 

l 

.1  9.1 

31.85 

— 

— 

1.6 _ 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  County  Council  is  the  sampling  authority  and  the  following 
details  of  substances  sampled  within  this  area  during  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1954  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Unel 
Inspector,  Mr.  C.  O.  Perry. 


Article 

Butter  and  Other  Fats 

Drugs 

Milk 

Meat  Products  . . 
Spirits 

Other  Foods 


Number  Taken 

4 
2 

76 

3 

5 

12 


102 


13 


All  the  samples  proved  to  be  geniime  and  the  76  samples  of 
Milk  contained  an  average  of  3.97%  Milk  Fat  and  8.82%  Non 
rl  Fatty  Solids. 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  later  in  this  report  that  a  sub¬ 
stantial  proportion  of  your  inspectors’  time  is  engaged  in  routine 
inspections  of  food  premises  and  opportunity  is  always  taken  on 
these  occasions  to  emphasise  the  need  for  the  hygienic  handling 
of  food  and  to  point  out  any  obvious  lapses. 

In  general  food  premises  throughout  the  District  are  in  the 
main  satisfactory  and  shopkeepers  increasingly  hygiene  conscious. 

Ringwood  market  grows  in  size  but  food  stalls  are  principally 
i  those  of  greengrocers.  Regular  supervision  is  maintained. 

>  ICE  CREAM. 

The  routine  sampling  of  ice  cream  has  continued,  principally 
in  the  warmer  months.  Fewer  samples  are  taken  now  since  it 
i  has  become  comparatively  rare  for  samples  to  fall  into  the  un¬ 
satisfactory  grades  and  when  this  does  happen  it  is  nearly  always 
due  to  some  defect  in  the  purveyor’s  methods  of  handling  and 
I  n°t  1^  any  fault  in  the  product  supplied  by  the  manufacturer. 

I  Occasional  sampling  therefore  has  its  uses  in  keeping  the  seller 
up  to  scratch. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  Methylene  Blue 
*  test  in  this  District  since  routine  sampling  commenced  in  1947. 


No.  of 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Year 

samples 

SATISFACTORY 

UNSATISFACTORY 

1947 

26 

30.8% 

23.0% 

30.8% 

15.4% 

1948 

53 

41.5% 

24.5% 

17.0% 

17.0% 

1949 

196 

53.1% 

16.3% 

15.8% 

14.8% 

1950 

140 

79.3  % 

10.7% 

7.1% 

2.9°/ 

1951 

116 

92.2% 

3.5°/ 

2.6% 

1.7% 

1952 

32 

96.9  % 

3.1% 

1953 

53 

86.8% 

11.3% 

— 

E9% 

FOOD  POISONING. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  nineteen  schools  throughout 
1  the  District.  In  only  three  is  there  waterborne  sanitation  ;  in 
‘  only  one  are  the  wash-hand  basins  adjacent  to  the  sanitary  accomm¬ 
odation  ;  not  one  school  has  a  piped  supply  of  hot  water  for  hand 
i  washing. 
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The  schools  in  urban  areas  remain  overcrowded. 

School  meals  are  available  at  all  schools  either  cooked  m 
school  kitchens  on  the  premises  or  brought  in  insulated  containers 
from  other  school  kitchens.  In  two  thirds  of  the  schools  the  meals 
must  be  eaten  in  the  classrooms  in  which  the  children  work. 


Fordingbridge 


Victoria  Rooms 


The  County  Council  conducts  five  Child  Welfare  Centres, 
each  being  attended  by  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and 
by  the  Health  Visitor  in  whose  area  the  centre  lies.  The  centres 
are  administered  by  voluntary  committees  of  local  ladies  who 
maintain  the  records  and  manage  the  sale  and  distribution  ot 
welfare  foods  and  medicaments.  I  should  like  to  express  our 
gratitude  for  the  work  of  these  voluntary  committees. 

Child  Welfare  Centre  Place  Tune  _ 

Breamore  Woodgreen  Hall  First  Thursday  m 

month  at  2-30  p.m. 
First  and  Third  Tues¬ 
day  in  month  at  2-30 
p.m. 

First  and  Third  Wed¬ 
nesdays  in  month  at 
2-30  p.m. 

First  and  Third  Thurs¬ 
days  in  month  at  2-30 
p.m 

Second  and  Fourth 
Wednesdays  in  month 
at  2-30  p.m. 

A  further  centre  in  conducted  at  Burley  by  a  local  general 
practitioner,  largely  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  patients. 


Ringwood 


Conway  Hall 


Bransgore 


Harrow  Hill  Hut 


Hurn 


Village  Hall 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948.  SECTION  47. 

One  aged  couple  were  considered  for  action  under  the  above 
section.  The  conditions  were  such  that  the  compulsory  powers  could 
have  been  successfully  invoked  but  as  the  old  couple  were  man¬ 
aging  reasonably  well  and  were  not  a  nuisance  to  anyone  else  it 
was  felt  that  compulsion  was  not  advisable  in  their  case.  The 
Area  Welfare  Officer  kept  a  friendly  eye  on  them. 


“  GIPSY  ”  CAMPS. 

The  conditions  in  Thorney  Hill  Compound  are  unchanged 
but  as  there  are  now  only  four  families  of  “  gipsies  ”  in  residence 
it  can  hardly  be  said  that  they  now  constitute  a  serious  problem. 
A  further  collection  of  “  gipsy  ”  shacks  at  Millersford,  not  on 
Crown  land,  received  much  consideration  by  a  special  Sub-Comm¬ 
ittee,  and  certain  of  the  inhabitants  were  housed  in  Council  Huts. 
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1  I  would  not  like  it  to  be  thought  that  the  Council  has  solved  the 
|  gipsy  problem  -  far  from  it  -  the  problem  has  merely  been  shifted 

from  the  Compounds  to  the  hutted  camp  at  Holmsley  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  to  hutted  camps  elsewhere.  The  majority  of  the 
|  gipsies  in  the  area  are  in  fact  now  Council  tenants  and  a  most 

2  serious  problem  will  arise  when  the  Council  has  to  clear  the  hutted 
ii  sites. 


HOUSING 


A 

f 


The  housing  situation  remains  one  of  the  most  serious  problems 
which  faces  this  Council.  The  housing  waiting  list  has  shown  a 
reduction  of  130  over  the  year  but  it  still  remains  at  the  formidable 
totalof  630.  We  still  have  364  families  living  in  hutted  accommodation 
and  23  in  requisitioned  premises,  all  of  whom,  in  accordance  with 
the  Working  Party  Report  on  Requisitioned  Premises,  should  be 
rehoused  “  without  delay.”  We  reduced  our  hutted  population 
during  the  year  by  only  nine  families  though  82  council  houses 
and  74  private  houses  were  built. 


I  have  for  six  years  been  voicing  my  disquiet  about  the  pro- 
:  longed  use  of  temporary  hutted  accommodation  and  it  now  appears 
that  the  Ministry  may  bring  pressure  to  bear  to  encourage  auth¬ 
orities  to  clear  their  camps  at  an  early  date.  From  the  social 
aspect  it  cannot  be  too  soon.  It  is  of  interest  that  the  Working 
Party  envisages  the  construction  of  “sub  amenity  houses”  for  certain 
camp  dwellers,  a  proposal  which  has  already  had  the  consideration 
of  this  Council  in  connexion  with  New  Forest  “  gipsies.”  The 
houses  then  considered  were  to  be  of  such  a  size  as  not  to  rank 
for  subsidy  but  the  houses  mentioned  in  the  Report  are  to  be 
to  standards  ot  size  and  construction  qualifying  for  subsidy  but 
so  built,  furnished,  and  equipped  as  to  give  minimum  opportunities 
for  destruction  or  damage.”  The  Council  may  feel  the  suggestion 
worthy  of  serious  thought. 


In  addition  to  our  hutted  camps  there  are  approximately  300 
(  further  families  in  the  district  living  in  caravans  and  other  temporary 
i  huts  and  premises.  In  conjunction  with  the  130  families  at  Holms¬ 
ley  who  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough  of  Christchurch, 
this  means  that  there  would  appear  to  be  in  the  region  of  800 
families  in  this  district  living  in  temporary  accommodation,  more 
i  than  10%  of  our  total  population. 

No.  on  Waiting  List  31.12.53  ..  approx.  630 
No.  of  Council  Houses  completed  in  1953  . .  82 

No.  of  Private  Houses  completed  in  1953  . .  74 

Dwellings  adminstered  by  the  Council  at  31.12.53 
Permanent  Houses  . .  . .  633 

Prefabs  . 50 

Requisitioned  Houses  (family  units)  23 
Huts  (family  units)  . .  . .  364 
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HOUSING  ACT  INSPECTIONS. 

1  Insnection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

No  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

No!  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
for  human  habitation. 


34 

124 

32 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : 

No  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers.  16 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  •  . 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were  served  ^ 
requiring  repairs. 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act  . 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made.  j 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  ^ 
accepted. 


HURN  AIRPORT. 

The  airport  continues  to  be  used  as  a  diversion  airport  during 
the  winter  months,  taking  such  traffic  as  is  unable  to  land  nearer 
London  when  conditions  are  foggy  in  that  area.  Small  numbers 
of  charter  aircraft  also  use  the  airport  together  latterly  with  scheduled 
local  services,  principally  to  the  Channel  Islands. 

Passengers  from  abroad  land  largely  during  diversion  periods 
and  often  then  in  large  numbers  over  a  short  period.  Medical 
inspection  of  such  passengers  has  again  been  carried  out  m  the 
daytime  mainly  by  Dr.  W.  D.  Higson  with  occasional  relief  by 
Dr  C  Conyers  Morrell  and  Dr.  D.  McIntyre.  Outside  office 
hours  i  am  on  call.  A  Medical  Officer  attends  as  a  routine  for 
aircraft  arriving  from  Asia,  Africa  and  South  America.  At  times 
of  intense  diversion  activity  aircraft  arrive  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  at  short  intervals,  and  it  is  then  necessary  for  a  Medical 
Officer  to  be  in  constant  attendance. 

There  was  a  slight  reduction  in  diversion  traffic  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

No  case  of  the  five  “  Convention  ”  diseases  arrived  at  the 
Airport. 
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Arrivals,  1953. 


Month 

No.  of 
aircraft 

No.  of 
crew 

No.  of 
British 
Passengers 

No.  of 

Alien 

Passengers 

January 

8 

56 

130 

81 

February 

1 

5 

44 

Nil 

March 

14 

88 

352 

47 

April 

1 

8 

25 

4 

May 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

June 

1 

7 

64 

Nil 

July . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

August 

1 

7 

25 

6 

September  . . 

3 

17 

100 

21 

October 

8 

56 

167 

64 

November  . . 

16 

105 

252 

38 

December  . . 

29 

187 

689 

194 

Total  . .  . . 

82 

536 

1848 

455 

:  STATE  OF  EMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  figures  showing  the  state  of  employment  and 
\  unemployment  in  the  area  served  by  the  Ringwood  and  Fording- 
bridge  Employment  Exchanges  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
:  E.  J.  Birden,  the  Manager  of  the  Ringwood  Employment  Exchange. 
The  area  includes  a  small  part  of  Dorset  close  to  the  Elampshire 
boundary  but  does  not  include  the  parishes  of  Hurn,  Sopley  and 
Christchurch  East  which  are  served  by  the  Christchurch  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange. 

1.  Unemployment.  The  number  of  persons  over  18  years  of 
age  registered  at  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Exchanges  during 
1953  were  as  follows  : 


Month 

Men 

Women 

January 

84 

21 

February  . . 

59 

26 

March 

53 

24 

April 

76 

19 

May 

65 

14 

June 

75 

15 

July 

59 

15 

August 

56 

18 

September 

34 

18 

October 

45 

20 

November 

71 

28 

December 

72 

23 

2.  Approximate  percentage  of  male  and  female  workers 
over  18  years  of  age  who  were  registered  as  unemployed  at  the 
following  months  during  1953 


18 


Month 

January 

March 

Men 

2.4 

1.5 

Women 

1.4  ) 

1.5  ) 

Remarks 
Based  on  1952 
population. 

insured 

June 

September 

December 

2.2 

1.01 

2.1 

0.9  ) 
1.2  ) 
1.5  ) 

Based  on  1953 
population 

insured 

Note  1. 


The  above  percentage  figures  take  into  account  a  deduction  made 
from  the  total  of  insured  employees  to  account  for  persons  under 
18  years  of  age  so  as  to  balance  the  unemployment  figures  which 
are  for  persons  over  18  years  of  age. 


Note  2. 


A  count  of  the  insured  population  is  made  at  the  end  of  May  each 
year,  therefore,  the  percentages  given  for  January  and  March  are 
based  on  1952  insured  employee  figures. 


3  Insured  Employees.  The  figures  are  estimates  based  partly 
on  the  number  of  national  insurance  cards  changed  in  the  quarter 
beginning  June  and  partly  on  the  returns  rendered  by  employers 
of  five  or  more  workpeople  showing  the  number  of  cards  held 
by  them.  Adjustments  have  been  made,  so  far  as  information 
is  available,  in  respect  of  national  insurance  cards  held  by  employers 
in  these  Employment  Exchange  areas  (Ringwood  and  Fording- 
bridge)  for  persons  employed  outside  these  areas.  The  figures 
exclude  most  Civil  Servants  whose  N.I.  contributions  are  paid 
without  the  use  of  insurance  cards. 


Industry  or  Service 

Males 
aged  15 
and  over 

Females 
aged  15 
and  over 

Total  Males 
&  Females 

15  and  over 

Basic  Industries 

Agriculture,  horticulture  and  fishing 

Sand  and  gravel  quarrying . 

Gas  supply 

Transport  and  communications 

Total 

1033 

120 

14 

193 

137 

1 

1 

21 

1170 

121 

15 

214 

1360 

160 

1520 

19 


Industry  of  Service 

Males 
aged  1 5 
and  over 

Females 
aged  1 5 
and  over 

TotalMales 
andFemales 
1 5  and  over 

|  Manufacturing  Industries 

Treatment  of  non-metalliferous  mining 

products  other  than  coal  . . 

65 

3 

68 

Manufacture  of  paint 

21 

7 

28 

Marine  &  Agricultural  Engineering 

49 

7 

56 

General  engineering 

395 

54 

449 

Manufacture  &  repair  of  vehicles  . . 

194 

13 

207 

Manufacture  bread,  flour  confectionery 

milk  products  and  fruit  preserves 

63 

57 

120 

Wood  industries  (sawmilling,  conversion, 

etc*).  ••  ••  *  #  #  # 

93 

3 

96 

Other  industries 

37 

36 

73 

Total 

917 

180 

1097 

Services 

Building,  civil  engineering  and  electrical 
contracting  . 

479 

14 

493 

Banking,  Insurance  and  finance 

57 

32 

89 

National  and  Local  Government 

148 

24 

172 

Educational  services  . . 

36 

108 

144 

Medical  and  dental  services  . . 

42 

139 

181 

Other  professional  services  . . 

21 

16 

37 

Hotel  and  catering  trades 

37 

173 

210 

Domestic  services  (residential) 

4 

146 

150 

Distributive  trades 

299 

246 

545 

Domestic  services  (non-residential) 

152 

384 

536 

Other  miscellaneous  services  (sport,  enter¬ 
tainment,  laundering,  hairdressing,  etc. 

60 

80 

140 

Total 

1 

1335 

1362 

2697 

Grand  Total 

| 

2252 

1542 

3794 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  general  health  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  was  relatively 
high.  Other  infectious  diseases  were  negligible. 

The  population  has  further  increased  to  an  estimated  total 
\  of  24,720. 

The  progressive  fall  in  the  birth  rate,  since  the  peak  of  1948, 
has  been  halted. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  shown  a  further  rise  and  is 
the  highest  figure  since  1947. 

The  Death  Rate  is  the  highest  recorded  since  the  District  was 
formed  21  years  ago.  This  is  due,  not  to  any  true  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  area,  but  to  a  change  introduced  by  the 
Registrar-General  in  the  distribution  of  “  transferable  deaths.” 
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Temporary  residents  who  die  in  any  area  are  normally  shown  in 
the  figures^ of  their  place  of  origin.  During  the  past  year  however, 
certain  long-stay  institutions  were  classified  as  the  inmates  Pel™' 
anent  address  and  deaths  occurring  there  were  considered  to  be 
“  non-transferable.”  As  we  have  several  such  institutions  taking 
cases  from  outside  the  District  our  Death  Rate  has  been  artific¬ 
ially  inflated.  As  a  result  of  this  experience  throughout  the  country 
a  more  reasonable  attitude  is  to  be  adopted  and  the  1954  Death 
Rate  should  show  an  improvement. 

The  housing  situation  remains  a  matter  for  c°n(;ern' 

In  conclusion,  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  encouragement, 
the  Clerk  for  his  advice  and  guidance,  and  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  throughout 

the  year'  D.  J.  N.  McNab, 

July,  1954.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  THE  Year  1953  for  the  Rural  District  of  Ringwood  and 

Fordingbridge. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 


1  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections  J 

Written 

Notices 

- - 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(j)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

30 

26 

— 

(ft)  Factories  not  included  in  ( i ) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

122 

71 

4 

- 

(Hi)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

152 

i 

1  97 

4 

— 

21 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


Particulars 

No.  of  < 

zases  in  w 
foit 

hich  defects  were 
'nd 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref 

ToH.M. 

Inspector 

zrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2 

Unreasonable  temp.  S(.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

SanitaryConveniences(S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defec- 

ive  . . 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 

Outwork. 

(i Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 
of  work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
Aug.  list 
required  by 
Sect.  110 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of  cases 
of  default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of  pro¬ 
secutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

1  Wearing 
(Making, 
etc.) 

1  apparel 
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Public  Offices , 

Ring  wood, 

June,  1954. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  as  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Surveyor  dealing  with  work  carried  out  by  my  Department 
during  the  year  1953. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 
Water  Supplies 
Shops  Act 

Nuisances  and  Complaints 

Milk  and  Dairies  . 

Factories  Act 

Meat  and  Foods 

Slaughtermens’  Licences 

Knacker’s  Yard 

Food  and  Drugs 

Watercress  Beds 

Licensed  Premises 

Infectious  Diseases 

Housing  Acts 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Gipsy  Encampments 

Miscellaneous 

Petroleum  and  Carbide 

Services  administered  by  the  Council 

Fordingbridge  Sewerage  . 

Building  Byelaws  . 

Building  Licences 
Small  Dwelling  Licences 
Housing  Estates 
Town  Planning 
Dangerous  Buildings 
National  Assistance  Act 


147 

53 

506 

95 

97 

454 

< 

14 

3 

762 

7 

19 

19 

72 

203 

28 

42 

125 

780 

51 

1663 

25 

22 

3117 

285 

4 
1 


8594 


COMPLAINTS. 

106  complaints  of  nuisances  were  received  during  the  year 
involving  a  total  of  534  visits  and  inspections  -  details  are  as  follows 


Complaints 

Nature  of  Nuisance  received 

Insanitary  conditions .  50 

Unsatisfactory  and  insufficient  water 

supplies  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  3 


Number  of 
visits 
179 

17 


25 


Overcrowding  . . 

2 

5 

Dust  effluvia  or  smoke 

1 

4 

Bug,  flea  or  fly  infestations  . . 

1 

13 

Offensive  smells 

7 

13 

Offensive  accumulations 

6 

12 

Cesspools  and  drains  . . 

11 

38 

Milk  and  Dairies 

1 

2 

Rats  and  Mice 

18 

193 

Animals 

2 

16 

Miscellaneous  . . 

4 

14 

106 

506 

3 

:i 

t 

♦ 

i 

i 

i 

ij 

i 


Upon  being  satisfied  that  a  statutory  nuisance  exists,  a  local 
authority  must  serve  a  notice  in  accordance  with  Section  93  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  requiring  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance. 
The  Act  does  not  require  the  service  of  an  informal  notice  but  it 
is  the  general  practice  for  such  a  notice  to  be  issued  ;  the  majority 
of  nuisances  are  remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 

Four  statutory  notices  (Abatement)  were  served  under  Section 
93  and  one  statutory  notice  under  Section  39  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  One  of  the  abatement  notices  in  respect  of  animals 
kept  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  a  nuisance  was  not  complied  with 
and  it  was  necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  a  Nuisance  Order 
which  was  granted  and  enforced,  involving  the  defendant  in  costs 
amounting  to  £9.  10s.  Od. 


’  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  (excluding 


visits  following  complaints)  ..  ..  ..  130 

Number  of  samples  collected  . .  . .  . .  59 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  . .  . .  24 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  4 


Houses  connected  to  main  supply  as  result  of  2 
Informal  Notices 


Houses  connected  to  main  supply  as  result  of 

Statutory  Notices  .  6 

Houses  provided  with  wholesome  supplies  other  than 
mains  as  a  result  of  Statutory  or  Informal  notices  6 


SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  BY  COUNCIL 

Service 

Refuse  Disposal 
Sewage  Disposal 
Public  Conveniences 
Cattle  Pound 
Car  Parks 
Ditching 

Street  Name  Plates 
Miscellaneous 


Visits 


made 

70 

320 

185 

50 

24 

30 

10 

91 


780 
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SEWERAGE. 

Ringwood  Sewerage. 

The  major  overhauls  of  the  four  pumps  at  Bickerley  and 
Moortown  Pumping  Stations  were  completed  during  the  year, 
some  18  months  after  the  placing  of  orders  with  the  pump  manu¬ 
facturers.  Several  failures  in  the  main  electricity  supply  occurred 
and  on  one  occasion  resulted  in  damage  to  the  control  panel  at 

Bickerley  Station.  ,  . 

Land  irrigation  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  remains  a 

problem  which  will  only  be  solved  by  the  construction  of  per¬ 
colating  filter  beds  permitting  the  discharge  of  a  purified  effluent 
into  the  river. 

Ibsley  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  serving  the  hutted  camp  sites 
at  Ibsley  were  taken  over  by  the  Council  on  25th  March  and  it 
was  necessary  to  make  arrangments  for  daily  maintenance  of  the 
works  and  pumping  station  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  effluent 
discharging  into  the  River  Avon  was  at  all  times  satisfactory. 
Frequent  and  regular  samples  of  the  effluent  reveal  that  it  complies 
with  the  necessary  standards. 

Some  electrical  breakdowns  occurred  due  to  faults  in  the  site 
supply  lines  and  on  one  occasion  it  was  necessary  to  employ  the 
Hampshire  Cleansing  Service  to  keep  the  well  at  the  Pumping 
Station  emptied  to  prevent  overflowing. 

Fordingbridge  Sewerage. 

The  work  of  completing  this  scheme  by  direct  labour  continued 

throughout  the  year.  „  t  ,  , 

An  extension  of  the  scheme  for  serving  Sandleheath  and 
Alderholt  Road  by  gravitation  was  considered  but  rejected  on 
account  of  cost.  Other  schemes  were  considered  and  rejected  for 
sewering  the  dwellings  in  Alderholt  Road  to  prevent  the  nuisance 
which  arises  from  cesspool  overflows  discharging  into  the  roadside 

ditch.  . 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  instructed  me  to 

carry  out  water  tests  of  all  the  sewers  in  co-operation  with  the 
Consulting  Engineer.  This  was  commenced  in  December  and 
completed  in  April,  1954  and  detailed  reports  thereon  submitted 
to  the  Fordingbridge  Sewerage  Committee. 

NIGHTSOIL  COLLECTIONS. 

The  Hampshire  Cleansing  Service  carry  out,  on  behalf  of  the 
Council,  bi-weekly  collections  in  the  lighting  area  of  Fordingbridge 
covering  some  380  premises.  The  nightsoil  is  conveyed  to  the 
Ringwood  Sewage  Disposal  Works  where  it  is  composted  and  sold. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

'  Refuse  Collections 

The  Council  undertakes  a  combined  collection  of  household 
i  and  unburnable  refuse  weekly  in  the  lighting  areas  of  Ringwood 
j  and  Fordingbridge.  A  collection  of  unburnable  refuse  only  is 
carried  out  monthly  in  the  remainder  of  the  district.  Receptacles 
have  to  be  placed  outside  the  premises  as  near  as  practicable  to  the 
roadway  along  which  the  collection  vehicle  proceeds. 

The  Council’s  four  vehicles  covered  a  total  mileage  of  26,893 
during  the  year  compared  with  16,143  for  the  preceding  year.  This 
increase  is  largely  due  to  increased  travelling  distance  caused  by 
the  closure  of  Ashley  Dump  and  the  operation  of  the  new  dump 
at  Verwood  Road  and  to  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  refuse 
requiring  collection. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  considered  a  scheme  for  prov¬ 
iding  a  monthly  collection  of  all  refuse  (including  ashes)  in  the 
non-lighting  areas  of  the  Parishes  of  Ringwood  and  Fordingbridge 
i  and  in  the  remaining  fourteen  parishes  but  decided  to  make  no 
change  in  view  of  the  additional  cost  of  such  an  extension  in  this 
}  service. 

The  following  Schedule  showing  collection  days  is  produced 
for  the  information  of  Councillors 


Weekly  Service. 

Lighting  Area  of  the  Parish  of  Ringwood. 

Addison  Square,  Bickerley,  Carvers  Lane,  Christchurch  Road, 

The  Close,  College  Road,  Collins  Lane,  Coniston  Road,  Coxtone 
Lane,  Deweys  Lane,  Duck  Island,  Fridays  Cross,  Hightown 
Road  from  Christchurch  Road  to  Parsonage  Barn  Lane,  Kings  Every 
Arms  Lane,  Kingsbury  Lane,  Lynes  Lane,  Market  Place,  Meeting  L  Monday 
House  Lane,  Middle  Lane,  Mount  Pleasant,  New  Street,  North¬ 
umberland  Court,  Nursery  Road,  Quomp,  Riverside,  School 
Lane,  Star  Lane,  Strides  Lane,  Southampton  Road  from  Fridays 
Cross  to  Mount  Pleasant/  Southfield,  Top  Lane,  West  Street, 

Woodstock  Lane. 

Beechcroft  Lane,  Broadshard  Lane,  Cadogan  Road,  Cloughs 
Road,  Eastfield  Lane,  East  View  Road,  Fairlie  Park,  Fairlie 
Estate,  Gipsy  Lane,  Gravel  Lane,  Highfield  Road,  Hightown 
Road  from  Parsonage  Barn  Lane  to  Eastfield  Lane,  Hilton  Road,  Every 
Hurst  Corner, Hurst  Road,  Manor  Road,  Meadow  Road,  Merry-  /Tuesday 
weather  Estate,  Middleton  Road,  Morant  Road,  Northfield 
Road,  North  Poulner  Road,  Parsonage  Barn  Lane,  Salisbury 
Road,  Seymour  Road,  Southampton  Road  from  Mount  Pleasant 
to  Eastfield  Lane,  Wessex  Estate,  Wessex  Road,  Westbury  Road 

Lighting  Area  of  the  Parish  of  Fordingbridge. 

Albion  Road,  Alexandra  Road,  Ashford  Road,  Back  Street,' 

!  The  Bartons,  Bowerwood  Road,  Bridge  Street,  Church  Street, 

Green  Lane,  High  Street,  Horseport,  Jubilee  Road,  Lower  Every 
Bartons,  Market  Place,  Park  Road,  Pennys  Lane,  Provost  Street,  /Wednesday 
Roundhill,  Salisbury  Road,  Salisbury  Street,  Shaftesbury  Street, 

Station  Road,  St.  George’s  Road,  The  Square,  Victoria  Road, 

Waverley  Road,  Whitsbury  Road. 
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Monthly  Service. 


The  whole  of  the  parishes  of 

Martin,  Rockbourne  and  Whitsbury . 

Woodgreen  and  Hale 

St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  ,  -  v 

Ellingham  (including  the  areas  of  Blashford,  Rocklord, 
Highwood,  Linwood,  Linford  and  Shobley  •  •  •  • 

Harbridge  and  Ibsley  (including  the  areas  of  South  Goriey, 
Furzehill,  Mockbeggar,  Ibsley,  Harbridge  Green,  Bleak 

Ringwood  (Non-Lighting  Area)  including  the  areas  ot 
North  Poulner,  Hangersley,  Hightown,  Crow,  Crow  Hill. 
Moortown,  Kingston,  Sandford  and  Bisterne) 

Damerham  and  Breamore  ..  ••  ••  ••  *  V 

Fordingbridge  (Non-Lighting  Area)  (including  the  areas  ot 
Burgate,  Sandleheath,  Bickton,  North  Goriey,  Ogdens, 
Hungerford,  Hyde,  Frogham,  Stuckton,  Blissford  and 

Godshill)  ..  ••  ••  ,  ** 

Sopley  (including  the  area  of  Avon,  Ripley  and  Shirley)  . . 
Hurn  (including  the  areas  of  Parley  Green  and  East  Parley) 
Christchurch  East  (including  the  areas  of  Winkton,  Burton, 
Bransgore,  Neacroft,  Thorneyhill  and  Hinton) 

Burley  (including  the  area  of  Burley  Street) 


in  every  month 
Second  Thursday 
Second  Thursday 
First  Thursday 

Third  Thursday 


Third  Thursday 


Fourth  Thursday 
First  Friday 


Second  Friday 
First  Friday 
First  Friday 

Third  Friday 
Fourth  Friday 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  following  summary  shows  the  amount  of  refuse  collected 
throughout  the  district  during  the  past  five  years 


Year  Ashley 
Dump 

1953 

1952  6307  cu.  yds. 
1951  7413  „ 

1950  6008  „  „ 
1949  4625  „  „ 


Verwood  Road 
Dump 

8946  cu.  yds. 
390  „  „ 


Sandleheath 

Total 

Dump 

3819  cu.  yds 

12765  cu.yds. 

3127  „  „ 

9824  „  „ 

3272  „  „ 

10685  „  „ 

2857  „  „ 

8865  „  „ 

2282  „  „ 

6907  „  „ 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  has 
increased  from  6,907  cu.  yards  in  1949  to  12,765  cu.  yards  in  1953  ; 
so  far  it  has  been  possible  to  deal  with  this  gradual  increase  without 
adding  to  the  number  of  freighters  and  workmen  but  the  service 
is  now  being  worked  to  capacity  and  little  or  no  time  is  available 
for  baling  salvage  and  other  routine  duties. 


Street  Cleansing. 

The  cleansing  of  streets  in  the  town  areas  of  Ringwood  and 
Fordingbridge  has  been  maintained  during  the  year. 

Special  cleansing  of  the  Market  Place  and  High  Street, Ringwood 
is  necessary  following  the  weekly  Wednesday  market. 
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SALVAGE. 


Salvage  Sales  for  the  year  amounted  to  £572. 
details  are  shown  in  the  following  summary 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs.  No. 


Waste  paper  . .  96 

Ferrous  Metals  7 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 
Textiles  . .  3 


8 

5 


Batteries 


0 


1 

3 

2 

1 

2 


8 

22 

1 

23 

24 


1 


17s.  5d. — 


£  s.  d. 
428  1  0 
63  18  2 
4  110 
74  17  9 
1  9  5 


106  15  3  22  1  572  17  5 


Salvage  sales  for  the  previous  years  are  shown  below  ;  the 
sales  for  the  years  1942  and  1943  included  large  book  drives 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 


£. 

414 

1208 

1089 

908 

574 

495 

342 

949 

740 

608 

1674 

937 


Revenue  from  salvage  again  fell  considerably  short  of  previous 
years  due  to  the  low  prices  obtainable  from  merchants.  The  amount 
of  salvage  sold  during  the  year  was  8  tons  more  than  in  1952. 
The  following  table  illustrates  the  drop  in  waste  paper  prices 


Item  of  Salvage 
Baled  Waste  Paper 
Unbaled  Waste  Paper  . . 
Baled  books  and  magazines 
Unbaled  books  and 
magazines 
Baled  Newspaper 
Unbaled  Newspaper 
Meal  Bags 
Office  waste 


Prices  paid  by  Merchants. 
December,  1951  December,  1952  December,  1953 
£16.  0s.  per  ton  £5.  10s.  per  ton  £4.  10s.  per  ton 
£13.  0s.  per  ton  £3.  0s.  per  ton  £1.  10s.  per  ton 
£20.  15s.  per  ton  £6.  0s.  per  ton.  £5.  10s.  per  ton 

£16.  15s.  per  ton  £6.  0s.  per  ton  £3.  10s.  per  ton 

£22.  15s.  per  ton  £6.  10s.  per  ton  £5.  10s.  per  ton 

£18.  5s.  per  ton  £6.  10s.  per  ton  £3.  10s.  per  ton 

£16.  0s.  per  ton  £5.  10s.  per  ton  £5.  0s.  per  ton 

£15.  0s.  per  ton  £8.  0s.  per  ton  £5.  0s.  per  ton 


The  scheme  operated  in  collaboration  with  schools  whereby 
i  savings  stamps  were  presented  in  exchange  for  waste  paper  was 
discontinued  in  April.  During  the  two  years  the  scheme  had  worked 
over  20  tons  of  salvage  had  been  received  from  schools. 


N>|m  K)|m 
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CAR  PARKS.  t  .  +u 

The  Ringwood  Car  Park  provides  parking  space  on  the  sur¬ 
faced  area  for  some  103  cars  -  this  will  be  increased  to  160  cars 

when  the  remaining  grassland  is  surfaced. 

The  Fordingbridge  Car  Park  accommodates  some  30  cars 
and  this  will  be  increased  to  77  cars  upon  completion  of  the  works 
of  extension  agreed  by  the  Council. 


CATTLE  POUNDS.  u  ^  .  Ayril 

The  new  Cattle  Pound  constructed  by  the  Council  at  Mill 

Lane  Ringwood  was  brought  into  operation  in  July  and  the  first 
impounding  was  three  heifers  on  the  13th  October  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th  October  the  Pound  Attendant  regretfully 
reported  that  these  animals  had  been  removed  from  the  Pound 
during  the  night  by  unauthorised  persons.  No  further  impounding 
occurred  during  the  year  and  the  Council  decided  to  proceed  no 
further  with  plans  for  constructing  a  Pound  at  Fordingbridge. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Cleanliness  of  the  conveniences  at  Ringwood  has  been  main¬ 
tained  as  satisfactorily  as  possible.  Works  of  repair  and  re-decor¬ 
ation  were  completed  early  in  the  year  and  within  a  few  days  it 
was  observed  the  interior  walls  were  being  defaced  and  this  iorm 

of  abuse  continues.  .  .  . 

The  Council  contributes  towards  the  cost  of  maintaining 

conveniences  for  use  by  the  public  at  The  Lamb  Inn,  Ringwood, 
The  Greyhound  Hotel,  and  the  New  Inn,  Fordingbridge. 


HOUSING. 

Housing  Act,— -1949— Improvement  Grants. 

Three  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in  respect  ol  five 

cottages  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  Act  provides  for  financial  assistance  to  private  owners 
for  the  improvement  of  existing  houses  and  the  provision  of  dwellings 
by  works  of  conversion.  In  order  to  rank  for  an  Improvement 
Grant  the  dwelling  must  provide  satisfactory  housing  accommodation 
for  at  least  30  years  and  conform  with  the  Ministry’s  standards. 

The  position  remains  basically  unchanged  and  many  potential 
applicants  found  it  too  costly  to  comply  with  the  Ministry’s  standard. 

The  Government  now  recognise  the  ineffectiveness  of  these 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  propose  to  introduce  legislation  reducing 
the  certified  satisfactory  life  of  improved  dwellings  from  30  years 
to  10  years  and  amending  the  statutory  conditions  and  the  standard 

of  fitness. 

Housing  Act  Inspections.  . 

Routine  inspections  of  unfit  houses  were  not  carried  out, 
inspections  only  being  made  upon  receipt  of  complaints. .  32 
informal  notices  were  served  and  1  statutory  notice.  5  inspections 
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were  made  in  connection  with  overcrowding. 

As  stated  in  my  previous  reports  the  problem  of  satisfactorily 
dealing  with  the  many  unfit  houses  in  the  district  remains  unsolved. 


tl 


A  Government  White  Paper  “  Houses  -The  Next  Step  ” 
was  published  in  November  and  this  sets  out  in  broad  outline 
the  problems  to  be  faced  in  the  improvement  of  housing  conditions 
and  the  measures  which  the  Government  propose  to  take. 


In  dealing  with  essentially  sound  houses  the  main  question 
resolves  itself  into  the  most  equitable  way  of  allowing  increases 
A  in  rents  which  will  permit  landlords  to  keep  houses  in  a  good  state 
i  of  repair  bearing  in  mind  that  the  cost  of  repairs  is  now  just  over 
I  three  times  what  it  was  in  1939.  The  Government  propose  intro- 
I  ducing  a  scheme  based  on  the  allowance  for  repairs  in  the  valuation 
j]  made  for  local  rating  purposes  i.e.,  the  difference  between  the 
ij  gross  value  and  the  net  value  known  as  the  Statutory  Deduction 
which,  subject  to  compliance  with  conditions,  will  permit  a  landlord 
to  obtain  an  addition  to  the  rent  to  cover  repairs  of  an  annual 
amount  equal  to  twice  the  statutory  deduction  for  the  house  con¬ 
cerned  providing  the  rent  does  not  rise  to  more  than  twice  the 
existing  gross  value  of  the  house. 


In  connection  with  unfit  houses  which  cannot  be  made  fit 
!  at  a  reasonable  expense  the  Government  agrees  upon  the  urgent 
;  need  of  slum  clearance  and  will  shortly  be  requesting  local  author¬ 
ities  to  submit  programmes  dealing  with  the  number  of  houses 
'  proposed  to  be  demolished,  the  proposals  for  replacing  them  by 
new  houses  and  the  estimated  rate  of  progress. 


A  new  Housing  Bill  is  before  Parliament  now  and  an  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  draft  Bill  reveals  drastic  changes  in  the  law  relating 
f  1°  unfit  houses  ;  new  duties  will  be  placed  on  Local  Authorities 
in  connection  with  the  control  of  increases  in  rents  by  means  of 
Certificates  of  dis-repair. 

Dangerous  Buildings. 

Statutory  action  was  taken  under  Section  58  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  in  respect  of  one  dwelling  house  rendered  dangerous 
as  a  result  of  structural  defects.  Application  was  made  to  the 
1  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  and  the  necessary  Order  was 
granted  by  the  justices. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Animal  Carcases. 

Routine  inspections  of  all  animals  slaughtered  were  continued 
throughout  the  year  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter  House 
at  Ringwood,  involving  the  detailed  examination  of  all  carcases 
:  and  offal.  307  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 
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The  total  number  of  carcases  inspected  at  the  Slaughter  House 
was  4385  made  up  as  follows  .- 


Cattle  excluding  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and  lambs 
Pigs 


769 

270 

361 

2680 

305 


As  a  result  of  these  examinations  21,452  lbs.  of  meat  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  ;  diseases  and  weights 


are 

Disease  or  condition 

Tuberculosis 

Distomatosis 

Bruised 

Abscess 

Septicaemia 

Uraemia 

Fevered 

Septic  Metritis 

Pericarditis 

Telangiectasis 

C.  Bovis 

Enteritis 

Cirrhosis 

Actinomycosis 

Pneumonia 

Hypodernia  Bovis  Larvae 

Emaciation 

Immaturity 

Oedema 

Actinobacillosis 

Arthritis 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Physiological  Fatty  Infiltration 
Joint  Ill  . . 

Entero  Toxaemia. . 

Septic  Omphalophlebitis 

Tumour 

Hydronephrosis 

Necrosis 

Peritonitis 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 
Swine  Erysipelas 
Strongylosis 


Weight  in  lbs. 
8707 
3674 
2391 
1295 
899 
623 
528 
448 
401 
350 
301 
290 
253 
193 
158 
137 
120 
106 
100 
88 
66 
61 
41 
40 
38 
34 
24 
22 
18 
18 
16 
10 
2 


21452 


33 


The  following  summary  shows  the  total  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  amounts  of  meat  condemned  during  the  previous 
|  6  years. 

No.  of  carcases 
1952  ..  '..4166 


1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 


.3232 

.3714 

.3820 

.2156 

.2917 


condemned  meat 
25,458 
35,911 
50,307 
33,227 
19,218 
20,992 


During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  revised  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  disposal  of  meat  and  offal  unfit  for  human  consumption 
Such  meat  and  offal  from  slaughter  houses  occupied  by  the  Ministry 
is  sold  by  public  auction  at  monthly  intervals  subject  to  conditions 
relating  to  the  processing  or  sterilizing  of  the  meat. 

Other  Foods. 

147  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  examination  of 
foodstuffs  at  food  shops  and  stores,  the  quantities  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  were 
as  follows 


Cream 
Milk 
Fruit 

Vegetables 
Soups 
Fish 
Cod 
Sole 
Plaice 
Haddock 
Herring 
Bacon 
Rabbit  . 

Corned  beef 
Luncheon  Meat 
Jellied  Veal 
Irish  Stew 
Stewed  Mutton 
Stewed  Steak 
Cottage  Pie 
Cheese  . . 

Beef  Loaf 
Anchovy  Paste 
Irish  Eggs 
Cooked  Ham 
Pork  Brawn 
Layer  Cream  Cake 


1  tin 
145  tins 
198  tins 
31  tins 
12  tins 

19  tins 

1  stone 
1  stone 

20  lbs. 
20  lbs. 

3  stone 
17  lbs. 

57  lbs. 

5  tins 
42  tins 
12  tins 
1  tin 
1  tin 
12  tins 
1  tin 

3  pkts. 

4  tins 
8  jars 

400  dozen 
3  tins 

5  tins 
15  lbs. 


Rice 

Peas  dried 
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36  lb. 
53  lbs. 


Home  Killed 

Flank  of  Beef 
Sheeps  Liver 
Skirt 

Brisket  of  Beef 

Rib  of  Beef 

Sirloin  of  Beef 

Fore  rib  &  brisket  of  beef 

Ox  Kidney 

Buttock 

Pork  Trimmings 


244  lbs. 
3 i  lbs. 
2\  lbs. 
8f  lbs. 
20"lbs. 
22  lb. 
542  lbs. 
10f  lbs. 

3  lbs. 

4  lbs. 


Imported  and  Canned  Meats. 
Sheeps  Liver 
Corned  Beef 
Minced  Beaf  Loaf 
Luncheon  Meat 
Steak  Pudding  . . 
Cooked  Ham 
Pork 

Boneless  Pork  . . 
Hindquarters  of  beef 
Lambs  Livers 
Leg  of  Lamb. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 


124  lbs. 
6  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
|  lb. 

1  lb. 
6\  lb. 
13  lbs. 
9  lbs. 
145  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
5  lbs. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933, 
22  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen.  Two  slaughter  house 
licences  were  renewed  and  1  knacker’s  yard  licence. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


762  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  food  premises 


as  follows 


Food 

Shops 


Preserved 

Bake-  Restaurant  Ice-cream  Food  Market  Mis  cell- 
houses  kitchens  Premises  Premises  Stalls  aneous 


No.  on 

Register  163 
Inspections  147 


19  24  89 

36  125  14 
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61  360  19 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 


19  inspections  of  licensed  premises  were  made  during  the 
year,  particular  regard  being  paid  to  sanitary  accommodation  and 
rooms  used  for  the  preparation  of  food. 
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!  ICE  CREAM 

53  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  collected  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  methylene  blue  test  involving  71 
'  visits.  The  samples  were  graded  by  the  Bacteriologist  as  follows 

Grade  1 .  46 

Grade  2 .  6 

Grade  3 .  _ 

Grade  4 .  1 

53 

Under  the  Ice  Cream  (Eleat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 
,i  to  1952,  no  bacteriological  standards  are  officially  laid  down  for 
i  Ice  Cream  as  there  is  no  known  test  sufficiently  reliable  for  use 
as  a  statutory  test  of  its  contamination  with  non-pathogenic  org- 
I  anisms.  Bacteriological  tests  are  employed  as  an  indication  of 
i  possible  faulty  methods  although  no  test  has  yet  been  devised  for 
I  the  safety  of  Ice  Cream.  Plate  count,  presence  or  absence  of 
it  presumptive  B.coli  and  standardised  methylene  blue  reduction 
1  tests  are  the  methods  most  used  by  bacteriologists. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1951  ‘prescribes  that 
ice  cream  shall  contain  not  less  than  5  per  cent  fat,  10  per  cent 
i  sugar  and  1\  per  cent  milk  solids  other  than  fat.  This  Order  is 
i  enforced  by  Food  and  Drugs  authorities. 

i  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  . .  10 

New  Registrations  made  during  the  year  2 

Inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  109 

Informal  Notices  served  . .  . .  . .  _ 

Samples  of  Milk  collected  . .  . .  30 

!  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

< 1949  and  1950. 

8  Dealers  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designa- 
i  tion  “Tuberculin  Tested”  were  issued  during  the  year. 

1  suplementary  licence  was  issued  in  respect  of  “  Tuberculin” 
land  “Pasteurised”  milk. 

!The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
i  Milk. 

The  Council  exercise  the  functions  of  the  County  Council 
respecting  the  issue  of  licences  in  respect  of  pasteurising  and  steril- 
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§There  is  one  pasteurising  establishment  m  the  district  licensed 
to  retail  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised). 

6  Dealers’  licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
“Pasteurised”  were  issued  during  the  year. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

No.  of  licensed  moveable  dwelling  sites  on 
register  . .  •  • 

No.  of  licensed  moveable  dwellings  (other 
than  sites)  on  register. 

No.  of  inspections  made  . .  •  • 

Applications  for  licences  received  during 

the  year 

No.  of  applications  refused 


81 

8 

203 

26 


GIPSY  CAMPS. 

There  are  a  number  of  gipsy  encampments  in  the  district 
including  one  on  Forestry  Commission  Land.  28  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year  (excluding  visits  following  complaint). 

The  Shack  Dwellers  Committee  set  up  m  November,  1932 
held  numerous  meetings  during  the  year  and  examined  m  all  its 
aspects  the  problem  of  providing  accommodation  for  gypsies  and 
shack  dwellers.  As  a  result  of  their  activities  some  useful  work 
was  accomplished  in  connection  with  the  site  at  Millersford  Bottom 
where  eleven  families  comprising  58  adults  and  children  were 
living  under  deplorable  conditions.  The  Committee  considered 
it  unwise  to  initiate  proceedings  under  the  Byelaws  relating  to 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  under  Section  268  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936  or  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  re¬ 
commended  the  Council  to  adopt  a  policy  of  re-housing  the  families 
on  hutted  camp  sites  and  persuading  the  owners  to  demolish  their 

insanitary  shacks  upon  being  re-housed.  ,  ,  * 

At  the  time  of  writing  three  families  have  been  re-housed  by 
the  Council  from  Millersford  Bottom  and  the  population  on  this 
site  reduced  from  58  to  35. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Inspections  made 
Premises  disinfected 
Library  books  destroyed  . . 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

No  bug  or  flea  infested  premises  were  disinfested  by  the  Council 
during  the  year. 


37 


SHOPS  ACT. 

Number  on  Register  . 283 

Inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  53 

The  District  Council  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature  and 
B  sanitary  convenience. 

6  Certificates  of  Exemption  respecting  sanitary  accommodation 
were  issued  under  Section  38. 


FACTORIES  ACT 


:: 

.. 

i 


The  District  Council  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the  provisions 
relating  to  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  and  the  provisions 
dealing  with  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation 
and  drainage  of  floors  in  those  factories  not  using  mechanical 
power. 


Number  on  Register  .  152 

Inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  97 


) 


SCRAP  METAL  MERCHANTS. 


Two  dealers  are  registered  under  Section  86  of  the  Public 
I  Health  Acts — Amendment  Act,  1907. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

This  Council  is  responsible  for  enforcing  the  Prevention  of 
1  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  and  Regulations  made  thereunder  and 
are  required  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  as 
far  as  practicable  that  the  district  is  free  from  rats  and  mice. 

No  rodent  operatives  were  employed  during  the  year.  Inspec¬ 
tions  are  made  upon  receipt  of  complaints  and  disinfestation 
works  carried  out  wherever  necessary. 

18  complaints  were  received  of  infested  premises  and  193 
visits  were  made. 

A  Workable  Area  Committee  was  formed  early  in  the  year 
covering  the  districts  of  the  following  Local  Authorities. :- 

Bournemouth  County  Borough,  Christchurch  Borough, 

!  Lymington  Borough,  New  Forest  Rural  District  and  Ringwood 
and  Fordingbridge  Rural  District. 

Meetings  are  held  quarterly  when  rodent  control  problems 
;  and  methods  of  co-operation  between  neighbouring  authorities 
are  fully  discussed. 

The  Council  was  perturbed  to  hear  that  the  Hampshire  Agric¬ 
ultural  Executive  Committee  was  closing  down  its  Pest  Destruction 
Service  as  this  had  proved  to  be  an  efficient  scheme  for  the  destruct¬ 
ion  of  rats  on  agricultural  lands  and  premises.  At  the  3 1st  August, 

1  1953  there  were  59  contracts  covering  premises  in  this  district  ; 

}  the  contracts  are  for  12  months  and  those  expiring  after  the  30th 
September,  1953  have  not  been  renewed.  The  service  will  cease 
completely  when  the  remaining  contracts  work  themselves  out. 
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STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT,  PETROLEUM  MIX¬ 
TURES  AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM. 

Number  of  Premises  on  Register  . .  . .  1UU 

Inspections  made  . .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

As  the  Council’s  Petroleum  Officer  I  am  responsible  for  seeing 
that  Petroleum  Spirit,  Mixtures  etc.,  are  stored  m  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928, 
the  Petroleum  Spirit  (Motor  Vehicles  etc.)  Regulations,  1929  and 

the  Petroleum  (Mixtures)  Order,  1929.  K1o 

Cellulose  solutions,  Dope  and  Thmners  are  Inflammable 
liquids  ”  under  the  Cellulose  Solutions  Regulations,  1934  and  may 
also  be  a  “  mixture  of  petroleum  ”  if  the  solution  has  a  flash  point 
of  73  deg  F  or  under.  Premises  where  these  solutions  are  stored 
must  also  comply  with  Section  34  (13)  (d)  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937  relating  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 


of 


BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

Plans. 

Number  of  plans  received 
Number  of  plans  approved 
Number  of  plans  rejected 
No.  of  plans  -  no  objection 
Number  of  cases  where  relaxation 
Byelaws  granted 
Inspections 

Inspection  of  foundations 
Inspections  of  damp  proof  courses 
Number  of  water  tests  applied 
Inspections  of  completed  works  . . 
Miscellaneous  inspections 
Contraventions. 

Contraventions  of  Building  Byelaws 
Number  of  informal  notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 


492 

373 
28 
90 

1 

374 
353 

493 
344 

99 

57 

46 

1 

1 


1  Statutory  notice  was  served  under  Section  65  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  in  respect  of  a  building  which  contravened  byelaws 
and  had  been  erected  without  the  submission  of  plans.  The  notice 
was  complied  with  by  the  demolition  of  the  building. 


New  Model  Building  Byelaws. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  question  o 
revised  byelaws  for  this  district  carefully  examined  the  new  Model 
Byelaws  and  the  Standard  Specifications  and  Codes  of  Practice 
referred  to  therein  and  recommended  that  the  Model  Byelaws 
were  unnecessary  for  this  district  in  view  of  the  sound  standard 
of  building  achieved  under  the  existing  comparatively  simple 

byelaws. 
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A  great  deal  of  correspondence  passed  between  the  Ministry 
Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the  Council  and  several 
different  sets  of  amended  draft  byelaws  were  submitted  by  the 
Council  but  all  proved  unacceptable  to  the  Ministry. 

A  meeting  was  subsequently  held  at  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  in  London  ont  the  26th  January,  1954 
where  the  Council  presented  its  case  to  the  Parliamentary  Secretary. 

:  It  would  appear  that  the  Minister  is  not  going  to  permit  the  Council 
c  to  frame  their  own  byelaws. 

>  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947. 

The  department  deals  with  development  applications  and 
I  maintains  the  Planning  Register  and  Planning  Index  Maps. 

During  the  year  285  visits  and  inspections  were  made. 

;  ESTATES  MAINTENANCE. 

At  the  31st  December,  1953  the  Council  had  a  total  of  1074 


occupied  dwellings  made  up  as  shown  below 

Permanent  Houses . 637 

Prefabricated  Houses  . .  . .  . .  50 

Requisitioned  Houses  (family  units)  . .  23 

Converted  Huts  (family  units)  . .  . .  364 

The  maintenance  of  these  scattered  estates  is  a  formidable 
task  and  a  total  of  31 17  visits  were  made  during  the  year  as  follows 

Permanent  Houses . 1706 

Prefabricated  Bungalows .  100 

Requisitioned  Houses  .  81 

Converted  Huts  . 11 45 

Other  Council  property .  85 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  regarding  this  Council’s 
occupied  family  units  in  converted  huts  was  as  follows 
Holmsley  (Christchurch  East  Parish)  . .  52 

Ibsley  (Harbridge  and  Ibsley  Parish)  . .  125 

Ibsley  (Ellingham  Parish) .  15 

Hurn  (Hurn  Parish)  .  92 

Hurn  (Sopley  Parish)  .  68 

Godshill  (Fordingbridge  Parish)  . .  . .  3 

Ashley  (St.  Leonards  and  St.  Ives  Parish)  5 


The  360  family  units  are  housed  in  277  huts  of  seven  different 
types  of  construction,  i.e.,  Thorne,  Laing,  Maycrete,  Handcraft, 
Nissen,  Timber  and  Brick  (44"). 

It  is  known  that  the  condition  of  the  fabric  of  many  of  the 
(huts  indicates  that  the  useful  life  of  these  has  ended  and  upon  the 
rehousing  of  the  occupants  such  huts  are  demolished.  During 
the  year  12  of  the  worst  huts  were  taken  out  of  use  for  housing 
ipurposes  and  this  policy  continues. 
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The  disposal  of  sewage  effluent  on  numerous  housing  sites 
continues  to  be  a  problem  ;  in  the  majority  of  cases  disposal 
must  be  by  land  irrigation  and  some  sub-soils  are  far  from  suitable 
for  this  treatment. 


BUILDING  LICENCES. 

No.  of  repair  licence  applications  received  . .  25 

No.  of  repair  licence  applications  approved  . .  25 

No.  of  repair  licence  applications  refused  . .  Nil. 

Total  value  of  repair  licences  issued  . .  . .  £24,734 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  . .  25 

The  gradual  process  of  eliminating  licensing  was  continued 
throughout  the  year  ;  Local  Authority  “  Quotas  ”  were  discon¬ 
tinued  in  June  and  timber  was  completely  freed  from  control 
in  November. 

As  from  the  1st  January,  1954  the  “free  allowance  ”  for 
properties  was  increased  from  £500.  to  £1,000  and  that  for  4  design- 
nated  buildings  ’  increased  from  £2,000  to  £25,000 


SMALL  DWELLING  LICENCES. 

No.  of  Small  Dwelling  Licence  Applications  received 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  •  •  138 

No.  of  Small  Dwelling  Licences  Authorised  . .  93 

No  of  Small  Dwelling  Licences  issued  (including  a 

number  authorised  in  1952)  . .  . .  . .  140 

No.  of  dwellings  completed  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

Total  number  of  dwellings  for  which  licences  have 

been  authorised  by  the  Council  to  31.  12.  53  400 

Total  number  of  dwellings  for  which  licences  have 
been  issued  by  the  Council  to  31.  12  53  (in¬ 
cluding  14  withdrawn  or  rendered  inoperative 
during  years  1945/46  . .  . .  . .  . .  370 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  to  31.12.53  . .  . .  249 

Number  of  dwellings  in  course  of  erection  . .  55 

Number  of  dwellings  not  yet  commenced  but 

licences  still  operative  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

Number  of  inspection  and  visits  made  . .  . .  22 

The  beginning  of  the  year  saw  the  removal  of  the  restriction 
on  the  number  of  small  dwelling  licences  which  could  be  issued 
by  Local  Authorities.  Subject  to  the  usual  planning  and  byelaw 
consents,  licences  to  build  could  now  be  issued  to  any  applicant 
for  a  house  of  not  more  than  1,000  superficial  feet.  The  conditions 
restricting  selling  prices  and  rents  of  new  dwellings  were  removed  in 
October. 
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A  general  increase  in  applications  occurred  as  a  result  of  these 
changes,  138  being  recieved  as  compared  with  52  the  previous  year  ; 
140  small  dwelling  licences  were  issued  as  compared  with  49  in 
1952,  15  in  1951  and  2  in  1950. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE. 

I  am  responsible  for  carring  out  the  duties  of  the  Council 
in  connection  with  the  following 

1.  Rescue  Section 

2.  Civil  Defence  (Demolition  and  Repair  Services) 

Regulations,  1950  . 

3.  Civil  Defence  (Sewage)  Regulations,  1949. 

r  STAFF. 

Mr.  E.  Jones,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  terminated  his 
appointment  on  the  30th  June  and  Mr.  I.  E.  Moore  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  and  commenced  duties  on  1st  August. 

j  CONCLUSION. 

I  am  indebted  to  Miss  Hilary  Christy  of  44,  Christchurch 
Road,  Ringwood  for  records  of  rainfall  which  she  has  supplied 
for  many  years. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Council  for  their  confidence  and  support  and  the  staff  of 
my  department  for  their  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Ronald  A.  Upstone, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


